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Welcome to NCARBland. 

Ignore your professional experience! 

!ƴŘ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΧ 

Don't try to use Architecture! 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS PERSON IS NOT IN THE 

RIGHT FRAME OF MIND FOR 

THE SITE ZONING VIGNETTE.  

DON'T BE THIS PERSON

 

The ARE always looks like something you've seen before. 

It isn't. 

It isn't a building. 

It isn't a roof. 

It isn't a stair. 

Those are not trees. 

There are no occupants to get caught in a fire. 

Because there are no fires. 

It is a test, and only a test. 

It is not a building. 

 

  from ς  The Toa te ARE  
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Site Zoning Vignette Introduction:  

This vignette is used to determine if you are minimally 

ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘ b/!w.ƭŀƴŘΩǎ ȊƻƴƛƴƎ ŎƻŘŜΣ  ŀƴŘ 

able create simple diagrams development restrictions on a 

specific site. 

b/!w.ƭŀƴŘΩǎ ȊƻƴƛƴƎ ŎƻŘŜ ƛǎ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ in quite limited in scope, but 

makes up for it with byzantine complexity. 

What you need to prepare for the Site Zoning Vignette: 

 AREFAQ.COM STUDY GUIDE:  SITE ZONING VIGNETTE 

 NCARB ARE STUDY GUIDE:  PROGRAMMING, PRACTICE, & 

PLANNING 

 b/!w.Ωǎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǎƻŦǘǿŀre. 

 

There is no extra credit for not killing trees, 

For aligning windows and toilet rooms, 

For adding room for flashing, 

Or installing an extra door. 

Your solution will be scored by a machine and that's it. 

No one will ever see your test solution and comment on your 

brilliance. 

You will not have a chance to explain why what you did is better 

or how your interpretation is reasonable. 

You will not have a chance to explain your design. 

Design doesn't enter into it. 

The computer will just score what is there in the way it was 

programmed. 

 

  from ς  The Toa te ARE   
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Preparation Process 
Use this guide as a starting point for your preparation.   

The process of completing the Site Zoning vignette is simple if 

you complete the four tasks in order. 

The written material in this guide is intended to assist you in 

understanding what the Site Zoning vignette is really all about. 

The practice activities are intended to assist you in learning the 

mechanics required to complete each task.   Think about the 

exercises as providing opportunities for drill rather than 

simulations of the entire vignette.  

 

 

 

 

 

THIS IS REALLY STINKING IMPORTANT.

Four Tasks. 
1. Drafting the surface improvement restrictions onto 

the lot plan 

2. Drafting the building area restrictions onto the lot 

plan. 

3. Drafting the existing grade profile at the section line 

onto the gird. 

4. Drafting the maximum building envelope at the 

section line onto the grid. 
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WHILE YOU READ THE FOLLOWING FEW 

PAGES, YOU MAY FIND IT HELPFUL TO 

LOOK AT:   NCARB ARE Study Guide:  

Programming, Practice, & Planning   
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Site Zoning has only one solution.   
Because this solution is a simple line drawing, there is no 

ambiguity about drafting conventions.  The only variation 

between correct solutions is from the tolerances built into the 

NCARB drawing tools. 

Keep in mind that you are using the computer to draw, not to 

draft.  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ !ǳǘƻ/ŀŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !w9Φ 

Using the scoring tolerance is not an error. See the explanatory 

text at the bottom of sample passing solution on page 10 of 

NCARB ARE STUDY GUIDE:  PROGRAMMING, PRACTICE, & 

PLANNING?  There is dimensional inaccuracy, but the solution 

demonstrates the ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ 

construction area extends into the easement. 

Now compare it to the sample failing solution.  Notice that the 

ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜ 

understands the secondary construction area requirements. 

The NCARB ARE STUDY GUIDE sample solutions are intended to 

indicate what is required to pass, what is permissible, and what 

is clearly wrong.

 

 

 

Because Site Zoning has only one solution, 

there is little forgiveness for errors. 

$ÏÎȭÔ  worry about being a fraction of a 

degree off on an angular dimension.   

The most important goal is to make your 

intent clear.   
 

 

 

  

DON'T BE THAT PERSON! 
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What does the vignette test?  

The ARE Tests Reading Comprehension .  

REALLY! 
Ever get the idea that NCARB writes questions in an overly 

complex way?  They do it on purpose ς not to be sadistic but to 

test your reading skills. 

{ǳǊŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ άǾƛǎǳŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ  IƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅΣ ƛǘ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǳǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ 

ƘŀƴŘǎƻƳŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΦ  .ǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǘŜ ōƻŀǊŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ 

architects to promote aesthetics and good taste.  It licenses 

ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜΦ  

And yoǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘ the 

complexity inherent in building and zoning codes. 

JOE D's Test Tip : 

 

The ARE isn't the internet.  

Read everything carefully 

before you drawΧ 

 

  

 

 

Be as the race car at the turn. 

Brake hard first  

Then go fast. 

 

 

Speedy Will Draw Here!  

 

 

Speedy is Reading   

and Taking Notes!  
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You must understand these NCARBland 

Specific Terms:  
Some terms found only in the NCARBland zoning code.   They 

are generic placeholders for many site development restrictions 

other than building setbacks typical of most zoning codes. 

Maximum Building Envelope :  The vertical and horizontal 

boundaries in which Building Construction is allowed at the 

Section Line. 

Secondary Construction Area:  The portions of a lot where 

surface improvements are allowed. 

Surface Improvement :  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜ, and 

neither should you.  The only concern is where they are allowed 

ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘŜŘ ōȅ b/!w.ƭŀƴŘΩǎ ȊƻƴƛƴƎ ŎƻŘŜΦ 

You must understand these  Generic  Terms:  
These are terms from the real world, and amazingly they are 

also used in the vignette! 

Site plan:  A document that describes how a parcel of land is to 

be improved. 

Section Line:   A graphic element indicating the location and 

view direction of a cut surface. 

Grid:  A rectangular array of squares or rectangles of equal size, 

such as in a crossword puzzle. 

Portion :  An allocated amount. 

Lot:  A legally distinct plot of land created by a plat. 

Easement:  A portion of plot of land where a person other than 

the Owner has the legal right to use ǘƘŜ hǿƴŜǊΩǎ property. 

Benchmark :  a surveyor's mark made on some stationary 

object and shown on a map; used as a reference point 

Elevation:  The height above a reference level. 

Buildable Area :  The portion of a site remaining after 

minimum front, rear, and side yards are provided. 

Setback :  A zoning tool used to insure that streets and 

yards are provided more open space and adequate light and 

air. 

Front Yard : A yard across the full width of a plot, extending 

from the front line of a building to the rear property line 

Rear Yard:  A yard across the full width of a plot, extending 

from the rear line of a building to the rear property line.  

Side Yard :  The yard between the side line of a building and the 

adjacent property line, extending from the front property line to 

the rear property line. 

Profile :  A representation of an object or structure seen from 

the side. 

Existing Grade:  The ground surface's elevation prior to cutting 

and filling.  
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YOU MAY FIND IT HELPFUL TO LOOK AT 

YOUR COMPUTER WHILE YOU READ THE 

FOLLOWING FEW PAGES.  
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Analysis  of Initial Graphic Elements  

Points:  

 Benchmark:  The benchmark is used in developing the 

building profiles. 

Lines: 

 Property Lines:  The property lines are used in 

developing the Secondary Construction Area and 

Buildable Area of each lot. 

 Site Features:  The Site Features are used in developing 

the Secondary Construction Area and Buildable Area of 

each lot. 

 Contour Lines:  The Contour Lines are used in 

developing the Grade Line. 

 Section Line:  The Section Line is Used to develop the 

Grade Line and in developing each of the building 

profiles. 

Area: 

 Easement:  The Easement is used in developing the 

Buildable Area of each lot..   

Orientation:  

 Street names:  Street Names are used in developing the 

Buildable Area of each lot. 

 North Arrow:  The North Arrow is used in developing 

the Building Profile of each lot. 

 Grid:  The Grid is used in developing the Existing Grade 

Line and the Building Profile of each lot. 

 

 

 

Can you identify all th e graphic elements in the drawing 

on the next page?  
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¢ƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ !ǊǊƻǿ ƛǎ ƘŜǊŜΧŀƴŘ ȅŜǎ ƛǘϥǎ ƴƻǘ 

real obvious stuck all the way down at the 

bottom corner of the screen. 

Theoretically, NCARB can change the arrow 

so that north is not up. 

I don't think they will, but practice 

checking it every time you practice.  

Hey wait 

there's 

something 

missing! 
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Analysis  of Written Material  Provided in  Vignette  

Directions   

There is a description of the work screen .  It says: 

o On the work screen, you will see a site plan of 
an existing property that has been divided into 
two new lots. 

o On the grid below the site planΧΦ 

There is a description of what you should draw.  

o the area suitable for the construction of surface 
improvements and the area suitable for 
construction of buildings only.  

o you are required to draw the profile of the 
existing grade and to draw the profile of the 
maximum building envelope for each lot. 

There is a warning that you should read the program.  

o Before beginning your solution, you should 
review the program that can be accessed 
through the Vignette Index screen and 
familiarize yourself with the site plan and grid 
on the work screen. 

And there is the standard for passing the vignette.   

o Your completed work should conform to the 

program and the site conditions. 

 

Always Read the directions. 

Always Read the directions when you practice. 

Always Practice reading the directions when you practice. 

Always Read the directions when you test. 

Always Read the directions. 

Did I mention reading the directions? 

Always! 

  

YES, THAT IS THE STANDARD FOR PASSING 
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Program  

There is a descript ion of the four tasks. 

Four Tasks. 

1. Drafting the surface improvement restrictions onto 
the lot plan 

2. Drafting the building area restrictions onto the lot 
plan. 

3. Drafting the existing grade profile at the section line 
onto the gird. 

4. Drafting the maximum building envelope at the 
section line onto the grid. 
 

 

 

 

 

REMEMBER ME?  I APPEARED IN 

"PREPARATION PROCESS."   

These are the types of development restrictions.  

1. Secondary Construction Area restrictions  

a. From Property lines  

b. From Site Features 

c. In Easement areas (in theory, but do not 

occur in the practice vignette). 

2. Building Area restrictions  

a. From Property lines 

b. From Site Features 

c. In Easement Areas 

3. Building Height restrictions.  

a. Start Point 

b. From Benchmark 

c. From Grade line 

d. From Property line. 

4. Components 

a. Vertical Extent 

b. Lateral Extent 

c. Angular Extent 
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Procedure   

1. Take Notes 

Take notes on graphic screen  

You start out on the graphics screen so just go ahead and start 

taking notes here. 

Orientatio n 

I was amazed by how stupid I could be in the testing room.  Get 

yourself oriented first. 

1. Draw Compass Rose:   Label compass rose with North, 

South, West, and East. 

2. Draw Site Diagram with street labels:  Just to make 

sure you read them! 

3. Create a list of elevations for each contour crossed by 

section line.  Order the list of contours from left to 

right. 

4. Indicate Benchmark in this list. 

5. Check notes carefully. 

Take notes on Text Screen 

1. Create list of surface improvement area restrictions for 

Lot A 

2. Create list of surface improvement area restrictions for 

Lot B 

3. Create list of building area restrictions for Lot A 

4. Create list of building area restrictions for Lot B 

5. Create list of building height restrictions 

6. Check notes carefully  

 

  
WHY TAKE NOTES ? 

1. TO MAKE SURE YOU HAVE READ 

EVERYTHING.  

2.  TO MAKE SU RE YOU HAVE 

UNDERSTOOD EVERYTHING.  

3.  SO THAT YOU DON'T NEED TO FLICK 

BACK AND FORTH BETWEEN THE 

SCREENS.  

HOW TO TELL IF YOUR NOTES ARE ANY 

GOOD:  

1. CAN YOU DRAW THE ENTIRE VIGNETTE 

SOLUTION FROM YOUR NOTES AND 

WITHOUT SWITCHING SCREENS? 

YOU CAN PRACTICE TAKING  NOTES ON THE 

OFFICIAL NCARB VIGNETTES!!!!!  

LOOK AT YOUR NOTES.  ARE THEY 

COMPLETE AND CLEAR ENOUGH THAT YOU 

CAN SOLVE THE VIGNETTE WITHOUT PEEKING 

AT THE TEXT SCREEN?  

IF NOT, THEN YOUR NOTES NEED WORK.  
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2. Complete Tasks 1 and 2 
1. Sketch many circles to define setback from site features 

2. Sketch four rectangles defining surface improvement 

setbacks for lot A 

3. Sketch four rectangles defining surface improvement 

setbacks for lot B 

4. Draw surface improvements area lot A 

5. Draw surface improvements area lot B 

6. Sketch Four rectangles defining building setbacks for lot 

A 

7. Sketch four rectangles defining building setbacks for lot 

B 

8. Draw building area lot A 

9. Draw building area lot B 

3. Complete Task 3 
1. Sketch a line from each point where the section line crosses 

a contour line to the bottom of the grid 

2. Zoom on grid 

3. Draw grade line from line from left to right using list of 

elevations crossed by contour line. 

4.  

5.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

  

REMEMBER THE FOUR TASKS? 

 

TASK  1.  Drafting the sur face 

improvement restrictions onto the 

lot plan  

TASK 2.  Drafting the building area 

restrictions onto the lot plan.  .  

TASK 3.  Drafting the existing 

grade profile at the section line 

onto the gird.  

TASK 4.  Drafting the maximum 

building envelope at the se ction 

line onto the grid.  
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Complete Task 4 
1. Zoom out 

2. Erase lines sketched For Task 3. 

3. Sketch a line from each point where the section line 

crosses the edge of a building area to the bottom of the 

grid. 

4. Sketch lines for each of the building height restrictions. 

5. Draw Building Envelope for lot A 

6. Draw Building Envelope for lot B 

7. Check Work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

This is just 

schematics,  I 

will add the 

details later. 

If I knew how to do 

all that, I wouldn't 

need this book! 

Wearing Black ¥ Must be an Architect.  
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Scored Elements 
There are seven scored elements drawn using four different 

tools.  Two elements are dependent upon previously drawn 

elements. 

1. Secondary Construction Areas Drawn on 

Site Plan 
Tool:  Secondary Construction Area Tool. 

 Secondary Construction Area Lot A 

 Secondary Construction Area Lot B 

2. Buildable Areas Drawn on Site Plan  
Tool:  Buildable Area Tool. 

 Buildable Area Lot A 

 Buildable Area Lot B 

3. Grade Line Drawn on Grid  
Tool:  Grade Tool 

 Existing Grade 

4. Building Profile Drawn on Grid  
Tool:  Building Profile Tool 

 Building Profile Lot A 

 Building Profile Lot B 

 

  

Miss one of these é 

And you will  

Almost Certainly  

FAIL!!  

 

AND  

THAT WILL  

SUCK. 
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One more thing :

 

Work Product Dependencies  

 
1. Correctly Drawing Building Profile Lot A 

depends upon correctly drawing Buildable Area 
Lot A. 

2. Correctly Drawing Building Profile Lot B 
depends upon correctly drawing Buildable Area 
Lot B. 
 

 

  

IF YOU DRAW THE BUILDABLE AREA 

INCORRECTLY, YOU ARE LIKELY TO DRAW 

THE BUILDING PROFILE INCORRECTLY! 
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AREFAQ Guide: 

Part II Taking Notes 

Site Zoning Vignette. 
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Section Line:  CRITICAL!! 
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Take notes on graphic screen  

1. Draw Compass Rose:    

2. Draw Site Diagram with street labels:  Just 

to make sure you read them! 

3. Create a list of elevations for each contour 

crossed by SECTION LINE.  Order the list of 

contours from left to right. 

4. Indicate Benchmark in this list. 

5. Review your notes carefully. 

 

   
You will have to check it yourself

 STREET

10 5 <- -  BM

110

115

120

125

125

120

120

125

130

135

140

145

L
A

N
E

N

S

W E

A B

1 

 

2 

3 

4 YOUR NOTES MIGHT LOOK 

LIKE THIS 

 

5 

They're 

Right! 

 

Did you know it's easy to 

reverse east and west ? 

Say "North South West 

East" to avoid it. 

Elevati ons at 

Section Line  

1. 105  BM  

2.  110 

3. 115 

4.  120  

5.  125 

6.  120  

7. 125 

8.  130  

9. 135 

10.  140  

11. 145 
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JOE D's T est Tip : 

 

The ARE isn't the internet.  

Learn how to use the 

INDEX button to navigate 

the text screens. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

You can ignore it during testing 

because you're reading this guide!  

Initial text screen:  

Practice Using it! 

 

Tips Sreen:  Read it when you practice!  

Then you can ignore it when you test. 

 

Index Button 
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Take notes on The Directions  Screen : 

1. Count the items of information. 

2. Make a list that reflects each item. 

3. If an item isn't really important, don't 

waste time writing it out, but count it and 

acknowledge it so that you can check your 

work. 

4. Check your work.

 

BREAK IT DOWN INTO SIMPLE STEPS 

 

 

 

JOE D's Test Tip: 

 

Use your finger to count the items 

on the screen.  Leave fingerprints 

on the monitor. 

For $200, they can buy some 

Windex. 

  

  

D IRECTIONS

1    TWO LOTS

2   SUR FACE IMPR OV EMENTS

3   BUILD-  AREA

4   GR AD E LINE

5   BUILD  ENVELOP

6 - - -

7 - - -

3 

1 2 

4 
5 

7 

YOUR NOTES MIGHT LOOK 

LIKE THIS 

 

6 
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Take notes on The Program  Screen 

1. Count the items so you can acknowledge each piece of 

information. 

2. Create list of surface improvement area restrictions for 

Lot A 

3. Create list of surface improvement area restrictions for 

Lot B 

4. Create list of building area restrictions for Lot A 

5. Create list of building area restrictions for Lot B 

6. Create list of building height restrictions 

7. Check notes carefully  

 

 

Let's write them down! 

 

 

REMEMBER THE FOUR TASKS? 

 

Break it down for each lot! 

 

Break it down for each lot! 

 

Break it down for each lot! 

 

Task 1 

 
Task 2 

 
Task 3 

 Task 4 

 

SEE NEXT PAGE 

 


